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but God knew what was best for them! Qne thin 
is certain,—it is not happiness to live tn the perpe 
itration of the grossest sins. And the 


~ 


Sodomites 


SS 
, will with pleasure admit, that our conclusions and 
views are inconsistent with that common sense, 
which is the currency of Calvinists, Hopkinsians, 


Suppose that this diplomatically divine logte WAS jeading miserable lives, in consequence of their cor- and Arminians. 


srue,—and the congress of the United States were, rupt minds, could not lose any thing by dying,—and 


ro sanction all kind of sin and iniquity, the indul-| might be really benefited by a change in their mode | 


cence tn, and perpetration of all sin by individuals of being. God will never make men miserable.! 
would then be national, and there would not be aby |The devil might, if he had power,—and they fre-| 
such thing as punishment or misery in a future state, | quently make themselves miserable. We, therefore, | 
or another world! If this doctrine is true, our g0-| believe, that God took them from their miserable 
-erament could not subserve the interest of the | state to a good, or better state,—not to a worse state |! 
American people so effectually any other wa 48 | God is a Saviour,—the devil is the destioyer. And| 
they could, by making infinite sin finite in its eflvets,/the deluded inhabitants of Sodom were, by his 
and they could justly say in that case, that they had | deceptions, in * bodies of sin and death ;” and their! 
conferred infinile benefits on the governed! — iworks were tried by fire, agreeably to Paul's deela- | 

Mikross, speaking of the destruction of Sodom 'ration, and they did not abide ; they, therefore, suf-| 





— -- 
COMMUNICATIONS, 


To the Editor of the Gospel Herald 


What will cause unily of faith, in the bonds of 
unspeakable peace? 


Sir,—If I was not mistaken in my communica 
tion in Number 10, pages 89 and 40, relative to a 
multiplicity of faiths, I may proceed to essay an 
answer to the above inquiry. " 

In the communication alluded to, it is inquired, 
“If our faith proceeds from the real knowledge of 


by fire, and the troops of Korah, &c., by the earth-| fered the loss,—or suffered while they were losing God, conveyed to us through the medium ot his 


quake, says,—** And it will be recoliected, that these 
are examples of punishment, which could not have 
been intended to reform, because they actually de- 
stroyed the sufferers.” We think the declaration 
“could not,’—and the reason assigned, why it 
“ could not,” will not stand the test. We appeal to 
the reason of the reader, whether Mikross has not 
represented the Almighty Maker and Father, as 
destroying his works and his children, without any 
regard to their welfare? What more, or worse, coulc 
the devil, the adversary, have done? Such conclu- 
sions are repugnant to reason and common sense. 
The Scriptures are decidedly against this conelu- 
sion, which, if not absolutely blasphemous, ap- 
proaches it so near, that we believe even Mikross 
would find it difficult to discriminate! There is one 


position which we take, and take for ever!—videli-| the adoption,” —we ask,—what adoption? Paul an-| shall we say to these things, 


cet,—God, “our heavenly FATHER,” will, in all 
his dealings with all men, and all are his children, 
have their happiness in view, and in all things con- 
sult their good, with a constancy, perseverance, sin- 
cerity, and success, as far superior to, and greater 
than the best earthly PARENT that ever lived, as 
HEAVEN is HIGHER than the EARTH, or the 
EAST is distant from the WEST! Thisis our firm 
belief, And we are persuaded, that the things of 
fime, or the events of ete rnily, will NEVER AL- 
TER IT! Let Mikross measure our zeal by our 
faith, and recollecting his remark, endorsed on the 
envelope of his communication, that he “ asked no 


their corrupt bodies, yet so, as themselves were saved, 
but by fire! And the Scriptures declare, “ By fire 
and by the sword, will God plead with all flesh, and 
the slain of the Lord shallbe many.” ‘This same 
16th chap. of Ezekiel, declares, that these Sodo- 
mites shall return to their former estate. The 
| Apostle Paul says, “ The creature was made subject 
ito vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who 
[hath subjected the same in hope. Because the crea- 
{ture itself also shall be delivered from the bondage 
lof corruption, inte the glorious liberty of the ehil 
jdren of God. For we know, that the WHOLE 
|}CREATION groaneth and travaileth in pain toge- 
jther untilnow. And not only they, but ourselves 
jalso, which have the first fruits of the Spirit, even 
; we ourselves, groan within ourselves, waiting for 





swers, “to wit,—the redemption of our body!” 
We ask from what? Ans. From sino and death. To 
say that a manis made subject to any thing before 
he hasan existence, is absurd. The first state of 
man was perfect, being in the image of God. Man 


‘not his choice, &c. The same apostle, 
|ther place, speaking of man’s fall, or being made 


but the woman was deceived.” The vanity, there- 





lost this image,—or was made subject to vanity | apostle reproved, when he said to the 
or sin, not willingly,—td est,—man did not, know. | For ye are yet earnal, for where 
ing stn or vanily, choose sin or vanity,—it Was} you, envying, and strife, and 


Spirit, where is the cause of difference ?” I answer, 
there is none ; because it is removed by true know- 
ledge, through God’s own medium, Let this be the 
ease with all who profess Christ; then we shall all 
be of one heart and of one mind; no building upon 
any other foundation, than the revelation of God to 
man. Ido not mean atypical revelation, for we 
see what a Babel is produced by building on this, 
instead of the one only availing name, rue Lorp 
oun Ricnreousness. See the multiplicity of faiths, 
vut not of the Lord, and the variety of names, but 
not from the true God. Hundreds, nay, I was oing 
to say, thousands of names have arisen since the 
days of the apostles, professing the religion of 
| Christ, and still the way is open, and weed as the 
world, for an inconceivable number more. What 
| “If God is for us, 
, Who can be against us?” Very true, —but can he be 
, for us,unless we have his Spirit ?“ They which have 
jnot the Spirit of Christ, are none of his.” Can we 
| have his Spirit while we differ, nay, quarrel about 
religion? Is not this a carnal state? Such as the 
Corinthians, 
as there is among 
divisions, are ye not 





in ano-| carnal, and walk aa men? For while one saith, I am 
jot Paul, and another, Lam of Apollos, are 
subject to vanity, says, “ The man was not deceived, | carnal ? Is not this a fleshly state and hateful to 
(God? Most certainly, for they which are in the 
fore, came first, to the woman, or Eve, by decep-) flesh cannot please him. : 


ye not 


Come then, Christian pro- 


favour for his sentiments,” and he will, we trust, | tion; she could not be said to be willing, for she was) fessors, flee these things ; flee from sin, as from a 
not complain of not receiving any. We ask Mikross, | deceived in the nature of it, &e. And the man was| serpent, and return unto the Lord, who will have 
where be obtained his authority, for saying, that the | then subjected in hope. For God revealed to him, | mercy, and to our God, who will abundantly pardon 
destruetion of the inhabitants of Sodom, could not | that the seed of the very woman who gave way to! Let his Spirit be our God, our guide, light, life, 


reform or benefit them ? Were they annihilated ? If/the deception or vanity, should deliver all his poste-| comfort, and our hope. Then, and not till then, 


not, if they continued to exist after the loss.of their | 


natural lives, they could be reformed. And all things 
heing possible with God, we think it is possible 
from the goodness of God, who has “no pleasure 
in the death of the sinner, but rather that he should 
turn and live,” that the destruction of Sodom was 
a benefit to them. God speaking by his prophet 
Ezekiel, relative to these very Sodomites, says, 
they were more righteous than the Israelites. See 
16th chap. And he “took them away as he saw 
good.” 
tors. Whether the connexion, and the character 
of God, “ who is good to all,” will not justify this 
mode of expression, we leave to Mikross to deter- 
mine. The Seriptures teach, that “ God chasteneth 
whom he loveth,” &e. And when it is considered 


that God is not partial, and is no respecter of per-! 


sons,—and itis likewise considered, that these very 
Sodomites are declared by God, who knew their 
characters, not to be so corrupt as the Israelites, the 
declaration of Mikross, is accusing God of injustice 
in his dealings with the Sodomites, if their reforma- 
tion or benefit was not intended,—or, as our transla- 
tors have rendered it, if they were not * taken away 
as God saw good” Surely Mikross will not deny, 


rity from the bondage of corruption, &e. A delivery) shall we have the cause within us, whieh will pro- 
from this, and reinstation in the image of God, is| duce unity, one with another ; unity of faith in the 


he word good, is supplied by the transla-! 


the first estate to which the Sodomites shall return, 
agreeably to God’s declaration by Ezekiel his 
prophet! We submit it to Mikross, whether the 
\destruction of Sodom, could not have been under 
| this view of the subject, a benefit to them, and tend- 
ing to their good and reformation, &e. We do not 
wish to be understood, as saying, or inferring, or ad. 
mitting in the most distant manner whatever, that 
the destruction of their bodies could, or would save 
jtheir souls. They are saved by Christ. The 
destruction of their bodies, and change of their 
| mode and place of existence, might,—nay more,— it 
certainly could, in the providence of God, facilitate 
their knowledge of God and his salvation, and their 
happiness would flow as a natural result from their 
knowledge of it. 

We have not, at present,room for further remarks 
on the deductions of Mikross We hope, however, 





Scriptures, which represent him in the glorious 
characters of Father, Saviour, and Sanctifier, or 
Purifier, of his children, the family of man ; and we 





love of God, in the effectual operation of his Holy 
Spirit upon us, which as we abide its operations, 
will cement us in the bonds of unspeakable peace. 
An IMPpaRYTIALIST. 
REMARKS. 

We think it proper, to observe, that the declara- 
tion of the Apostle, quoted by our correspondent, 
“ Now ifany man have not the Spirit of Christ, he 
is none of his ;” is,in our opinion, frequently misun- 
derstood. Are we to understand the Apostle to say, 
that the man who has not the Spirit of Christ ‘is 
none of, or does not belong to Christ 2) This would 
lhe denying the most plain, and unequivocal testi- 
mony of the Seriptures, which declare, that “ All 
things were made by him, and for him, and he is be- 
fore all things, and by him all things consist; It is 
levident, therefore, that ail men belong to Christ, 





; t | whether they have this Spirit or not Consequently, 
he will be satisfied, that our view of God in all his|it must be, that Christ is not the uvbeliever's, or his, 
dealings with his creatures, is consistent with the | who, according to Paul’s understanding, has not the 


Spirit of Christ. Again, it is frequently argued, 
that a man’s salvation depends upon reall having 
the Spirit of Christ in himself literally and fully in 
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minded, or having the Spirit of Christ. 


“ Knowing ; 








The writer does not desire to give offence to apy 


add, we fear that none of the liuman race will! that anmanis vet justified by the works of the law ;but believing that many persons, nut being aware or 


he saved. 


We believe the Spirit of Christ is the| bat by the firith of Jesus Christ; even we have be- |the portrait they draw of their own characte: 


God of the whole earth, beside whom there is none | lieved in Jesus Christ. that we might be justified by} when they make this declaration,has induced him to 
else. And the idea of having a part of the Deity, | the fuith of Christ, aud not by the works of the law; | trouble them with these remarks, I will Close, by 
or Spirit of Christ, in us, would not, we think, be) tor by the works of the law, shall no flesh be justified. | requesting them to take into serious consideratio, 
sufficient to answer the fall purportof the words |] am eruciiiv d with Chyrist,—nevertheless, I live; ) ) : 
Is there a man living, who has the fulness of the) yet uot l, but Christ liveth in me; and the fife which | were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, ser, 
Godhead bodily dwelling in him? If there is, he is; Lnow live in the flesh, [live by the faith of the Son | ing divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice ang 


holy, and without sia; and must, like Chirist, be 
perfect as the Father is periect Holiness is au 


| 
| 
' 


of God, who gave himself for me.” The commands 
of God are inperatiwe,—they must be obeyed,— | 


the words of the apostle, “ For we ourselves alc, 


envy, and hating one another; but after that the king 
ness and love of God our Saviour towards man ap 


attribute of Jehovali; and mt would not be more ab-| Paul knew this,—he knew, that without holiness, | peared, not by works of righteousness, which 4, 
surd, for a man to pretend to possess the Alinighty | ne man should see the Lord,—and he declared, that |have done, but according to his mercy he saved ys 


power, or lofinite wisdom of God, than to pretend | 
to po ses his bolins But the man who declares, 
that the Spirit of Christ is io hin, either declares, 


that he has in him the Alinighty power, Infinite 


wisdom, and Unbounded goodness of Ged, or, it he |live by the faith of the Son of God,”—in other 


denies the conclusion, and contends for the truth of 
his premises, he denies that the Spirit, or God, i- 
possessed of these, his eternal and unchangeable 
attributes! We beheve, that an examination ot this 
#th chap. to the Romans, will convince every can- 


when the law came, he died,--he, when he had the! 
faith of Christ, saw himself, in the Head of human 
vature, clean,—therefore, Paul could say with pro- 
prety, © The life which I now live in the flesh, | 


words, the law of God is the standard, or criterion 
by which we are to be measured,—no man can be 
justified by the low, for no man can stand this test ; 
Christ is our justitication,—I an, or was crucified 
with him,—and | vow livein, or aceording to the 





did, uoprejudiced mind, that what Paul means by | flesh, or law,— but it is not myself, or my own right- 
having the Spuit of Chris ,is having the faith of | eousness and works, whieh are in conformity to the | the interrogations over the signature of Philotheus 


Christ, or rather, a knowledge of the faith of Christ: 
which is, to the believer,» toundation for his hopes 
of salvation, in contradistinetion to the works of 
the law,—and is that faith, which is deseribed to 
‘work by love and purily the heart.” He is, there- 
fore, Christ’s, and Christ is his Saviour, and he be- 


lieves with Paul, that no power can be able to sepa-! 


rate him from the love of God, whieh is in Christ 
Jesus his Lord. If any person should contend, 
that we do really have the Spirit of Christ, and that 
Christ, or God, doves really dwell in, and inhabit our 
bodies in this life, aud that it is not faith which the 
apostle means,when he says,the Spirit of Christ,— 
we ask such person, whether he believes, that those 
who have this Spirit are really, not in the flesh, or 
out of the flesh, according to the literal meaning of 
the words,—and if they understand one part to be 


figurative, whether the same figurative understand. 


ing of the ofher part, is not only justifiable, but 
necessary. We believe this éth chap. to the Ro- 
mans contains much important doctrine, and is a 
key to — other parts. Paul was a consistent 
preacher, and, like his Divine Master, aimed to in- 
struct, and not mislead. And itis evident, that Paul 
described under the two characters, carnal and spi- 
ritual, all mankind. Paul deseribes the believer, or 
spiritual man, to be de ad,—the uobeliever or carnal 
man to be alive ; the 7th chap. is explanatory of this 
view of the subject. The 9th chap. 30th and 31st 
verses, contains another, and perhaps plainer view of 
the two characters, or descriptions of men,—* What 
shall we say then ? That the Gentiles, which follow- 
ed not after righteousness, have attained to right- 
eousness, even the righteousness which is of faith. 
But Israel, which followed after the law of right- 
eousness, hath not attained to the law of righteous- 
vess. Wherefore? (Why not? What was the!| 
cause ? Ans.) Because they sought it not by faith, 
but as it were by the works ef the law.” Here are 
two prominent features of doctrine,—first, the car- 
nal are those, who are seeking justification by their 
own works under the law; aod the faith, to whieh 
those, who attained to the law of righteousness, but 
not by their own works under, or in conformity to 
the law, is a convertible term fon spirit, as used by 
Paul, in the 8th ehap. Ist, 2d, 4th, Sth, 6th, 9th, 10th, 
Lith, ioth, and 15th verses, &e. Paul says, “ For to 
be carn ly minded is death,”—why so? Ans. The 
law requires perfect obedience,—no man can, in his 
own person, render perfeet obedience to the law,— 
“Te that ofendeth io one point, is guilty of all,— 
in many things we offend all,”"—therefore, to be 
carnady minded, or to suppose that our righteous- 
ness, Which is of the law (in our estimation it is so, 
and our hopes, if we are carnally minded, are in 
proportion to our opinion of our own righteousness, 
not that of Christ.) .s our title to heaven,—therefore, 
death, or fear of death, will inevitably be the lot of 
all those whe build on this sandy foundation. * But 
to be spiritually aoded is life, and peace.” Paul,in 
his Epistle to the Go! stians, 2d chap. 16th and goth 


law, but the righteousness of Christ, who gave him-| 
self for me, &e. © There is, therefore, now no con- | 
demnaiion to them which are in Christ Jesus, (who 


after the jlesh, (who do not expect to be saved be-! 


the 2d, Sd, and 4th verses of this éth chap. The 
reader is likewise requested, to look at our 11th 
Number, 41st page, Ist and 2d columns. 

—_— 


For the Gospel Herald. 


Mr. Epiror,—Since I have made a public profes- 
sion of the sentiment of the loving-kindness of 
God towards all men, probably very few days 
have passed, without a declaration from some op- 
poser of the above sentiment ; and made generally 
in the following words ;“ If I believed that all men 
would be saved, | would do as I please.” Such a 
declaration, falling from the lips of professors of 
Christianity, have led me to reflect in the following 
manner. Are they sincere, when they make the 
observation? What do they mean, when they say, 
they would live as they please ? How do they live ? 
Do they follow virtue? If they do, is it their plea- 
sure so to live; and if it is their pleasure to follow 
virtue, could they not continue in that pleasure and 
believe, that “ God will have all men to be saved, 
and come to the knowledge of the truth ?” On the 
lother hand, not believing the “ Glad tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people,” therefore, they do 
not live as they please; and why? Believing that 
endless misery is in reserve for all transgressors, 
they cease to transgress, in order to escape the misery 
that would otherwise overtake them. It appears, 





believe they are in Christ reconciled.) who walk, not | 





that the above spirit is not very unlike the following: 
A citizen of this state, says, If I believed I should 
not receive any punishment from the good people 
of this state. | would do as I please; that is, I would 
give fuil latitude to all my evil desires ; disregarding 
the rights or comforts of any. Now, what is the 
disposition of him who makes such a declaration, 
if he really speaks the truth when it is made? 1) 
think, it is not very different from this,—his very 
bosom is swelled with the desire to commit all man- 
ner of viee ; and the only thing that binds him (nol 
to virtuc) and keeps him from open transgression, is 
the spirit of fear. Now, will any one say, that 
(his person is really a good citizen? We presume 
not. Is he a Christian, who with this disposi-| 
tion Would sally forth and prey upon the rights of; 
men, if he theught he would not have to endure| 
endless punishment? As well might we call the 
assassin a civil man in society, because he is bound | 
in chains, which prevents him from doing mischief, 
as to call hima Christian, or a follower of the meek 
and lowly Saviour, who is prevented from the com- 
mission of all manner of wickedness, because he is 
bound by the chains of fear. The east, and the west, 
are not farther separated, one from the other, than 








verses, explaius What he means by being spiritually 


this spirit is from the spirit of true Christianity. 


by the washing of regeneration and renewing | 
the Holy Ghost, and the grace of God, which brine 
eth salvation unto all men,hath appeared, teaches oe 
the denying of all ungodliness and worldly lust, tha: 
we should live soberly, and godly, in the present 
world.” j 

Retry 
—_—~— 


For the Gospel Herald. 


Mr. E prror,— Observing in your useful pape: 


I have thought proper to answer some of his inter 
rogatories, and,at the same time, give a few extraets 
taken from Mr. Evans’ sketch, in order to show to 
what height faniticism may rise; and yet it may 
be possible, in many instances, its votaries are sip- 


cause they are betier than their neighbours, and be-| cere. It may be said, that these extracts have yy 
cause they obey the law,) but after the Spirit.” See | connesion with the interrogations of Philotheus 


true, they have not; but I think they have some. 
thing to do with Philotheus, who it is to be pre. 
sumed.is a disciple of Emanuel Swedenborg, whose 
follow ers,now are better known by the name of New 

Jerusalemites. Philotheus says, “he cannot believe 
in the doctrine that Jesus saved all men about 1800 
years ago, so completely, that a secoud salvation by 
a birth of Jesus Christ in every individual is unne- 
cessary. For I read, “ Ye must be born again,” &c. 
If Philotheus means, by a birth of Jesus Christ iy 
every individual, the knowledge of salvation by Je- 
sus Christ, wrought out by him for every individual, 
as necessary to make every individual happy, or a 
salvation from _—- which is the consequence of 
the belief of the truth, which truth is, that we ar« 
saved, no impediment will be laid in his way by any 


“ Rellyan,”—but if Philotheus means by a buth of 


Jesus Christ in every individual, the birth of @ 
Christ tn every individual, we must object to such 
an idea, as we do not believe in transubstantiation. 
Philotheus says, “ Obey the Gospel, or expect the 
wrath of God.” What gospel shall we obey? We 
read of lords many, and we read of gods many, and 
hear of gospels many. Shall we believe and obey 
the gospel of God our Saviour, which is “ glad tid- 
ings of great joy, and which shall be to all people =” 
This would be believing in the salvation of all,—and 
Philotheus asks, “ If all, orif any man fully believed 
this doctrine, I ask, what would prevent him o1 
them from stealing, robbing, or murdering, to pro- 
mote his, or their pleasures, increase his, or their 
riches, or advance his, or their glory?” 1 would ask 
Philotheus, what prevents him from the commission 
of all the above crimes which he enumerates? Is 
it because he believes in the heart-withering doctrine 
| haying torment? If so, certainly society is bene- 
ited by Philotheus being under a delusion, and I 
would be the last one to undeceive him, if I] thought 
he would sally forth upon the property and lives 
of his fellow creatures, as before intimated. Philo- 
theus’ happiness must be very much circumscribed, 
seeing he is prevented from gratifying himself by 
committing robbery, and murder. If the crimes 
which Philotheus enumerates, will promote happi- 
ness, pleasures, riches and glory, as he says, in this 
life, A we not in the next? And if virtue is connected 
with misery in this life, why not in the next “—And 
if that should be the case, Philotheus is labouring 
and toiling in virtue, for even less than “a penny a 
day.” Philotheus says, “ No murderer hath eternal 
life abiding in him.” Very true,—and what is the 
reason that he has not? “ He that hateth his brother 
is a murderer ;” the very circumstance of his hating 
his brother demonstrates, that he hath not the know- 
ledge of eternal life,—he is disposed to rob and 
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ius brother; but when he comes te the) rest of the grandees, who love and honour me, as! Marrnkw’s accouns 


\nowledge of the first salvation mentioned by Phi-| knowing, that I am in fellow ship with angels.” The | 
otheus, he will also see the salvation of his brother, | Baron does not tell how they knew he was in fellow- | 
ind consequently, be saved from the evil desires | ship with angels; but I will take it for granted, he | 


which he exercised towards his brother. 
theus observes, “ the first birth is in sin.” Is this 
the natural birth which is meant? If so, the first 
birth is accompanied with sin; then, as Philetheus 
observes, We are, or were in the “ old Adam, Anti- 
christ, or Satan.” Probably, he has had part of this 
text in view,—* As we have borne the image of the 
earthy, (thatis Adam) we shall also bear the image 
of the heavenly,” (that is Christ.) The latter part 
of this text, it is presumed, escaped his notice; 
therefore, Philotheus appears to reason thus: We 
ire all born by the first birth in sin; consequently, of 
the synagogue of Satan,—but if implies a condition, 
therefore, “ If ye die in your sins, where I am, ye 
rannot come.” Philotheus, where are those littie 
children which have died in the same sins that they 
were brought forth with? Probably, Philotheus will 
say, he (that is Christ) was manifested to take away 
our sins,—very good. Task, will he perform that, 
for which he was manifested ? But Philotheus says, 
‘if implies a condition.” If so, how do you know 
but the condition was performed? Philotheus will 
please to bear the Baptist.---* Behold the Lamb of 
God, who taketh away the sin of the world.” Will 
you presume to say, that God was notin Christ re- 
couciling the world unto himself, not imputing unto 
them their trespasses* And when the Saviour said 
unto the Jews, “Li ye die in your sins, where I am, 
ye cannot come,” he had reference to his death ; 
for proof of this, the Saviour says, “ If I am lifted 
up, L will draw all men unto me.” The ¢ in Philo- 
theus’ condition is to perform. Therefore, “ God 
will have all men to be saved, and come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” What truth’ The truth 
that they aresaved. Saved by whom’ By him who 
“tasted death for every man.” Philotheus must 
not stagger at the promises of God through unbe- 
lief, for he who hath promised, will not he perform ? 
Yea, verily, he will, for “ all flesh shall see the salva- 
tion of God.” Philotheus says, “ Some men, and 
some women, are of the synagogue of Satan. ITs 
Christ the Head of these unholy deceivers and 
liars?” I will ask Philotheus, who was at the head 
when Christ led captivity captive, and gave gifts 
unto men, yea, even unto the rebellious, that God 
the Lord might dwell among them.” This os pow. 
as though his Satanic magesty’s synagogue had been 
moved from its foundation. You must net be alarm- 
ed, “ If death, and he that has the power of death, 
that is the devil,(or Satan) should be destroyed ; and 
they be delivered, who were all their lifetime subject 
to bondage through fear of death.” All this has 
been done, for the unholy, as you are pleased to 
call them. Philotheus, tve “ whole need no physi- 
cian, but those that are sick.” This medicine is for 
the healing of the nations; the efficacy of the same 
is declared, “* All nations whom thou hast made shall 
come and worship before thee, and glorify thy 
name.” I shall, now, make a few extracts from Mr 
Evans’ sketch, &e page 296, “ he (that is Emanuel! 
Swedenborg,) asserts, that in the year 1743 the Lord 
manifested himself to him in a personal appearance, 
and at the same time, opened his spiritual eyes, so 
that he was enabled, constantly to see, and converse 
with spirits and angels.” An excellent beginning. 
“ But they shall come with all lying wonders.” Page 
297, * As often as [Lcoaversed w ith angels face to 
face. it was in their habitation, &e No doubt, 
as often as he conversed with them, so and so, was 
the case, but how often did you converse with them? 
It puts me in mind of an observation I once heard 
made by a person in this city, “ That he would not 
believe a falsehood, if he teld it himself.” Speak- 
ing of the science of correspondences, page 298, 
“This Science of correspondences (it is said) had 
been lost for some thousands of years, even since the 
time of Job, but now is revived by Emanuel Swe- 
denborgs” So it would appear, that the prophets, 
Christ, and his apostles, did not understand the » < 
ritual meaning of the Scriptures. Page 302, he 
says, “I converse freely, and am in friendship with 
all the bishops of my country, which are ten in 
number, and also with the sixteen senators, and the 


be considered a fit subject for the Lunatic Hospital. | 
J. B. 
The Author says, Dr. Doddridge has this striking | 


LUKE'S ACCOUNS 


Josias Eliezer 
Jechonius Jose 
Philo- | told them it was the case. Christ and his apostles a = , 
| Were persecuted from city to city, on account of the | Pind C — 
doctrine which they taught; and the Baron was Bliakim dd 
esteemed by the bishops,the nobles,and the rest of the Aror M 7 ,; 
grandees.— Certainly he must have been a great fa- ye Neri 
vourite of the celestial world, Ichim Salath tel 
To conclude,—The account which Baron Swe- Eliud Zorobabel 
denborg gives of himself, is too ridiculous to be ea- Steen Rhe “ . 
titled to the least credit ; and every person who be- Vatthan jp enn 
lieves his vagaries, and denies the account of the Deak yor eg 
* Salvation of all men by Jesus Christ,” which God Nanna Jeseh 
spoke by the mouth of all his holy prophets and a ‘Semee 
apostles, is an illustrative and excellent comment on Mattathias 
the words of Christ,—* Gape at a gnat, and swallow Meath — 
a camel!” Nagee 
A. Reiiyan. | Esii 
—~ -Vaum 
For the Gospel Herald -Imos 
Me. Epiror,—The following declaration of Dr. Mattathias 
Doddridge, I have extracted from Evans’ sketch of| Joseph 
all denominations. It appears to be almost an un-| Janne 
qualified denial of the errors of Calvinism; and) Melick 
what appeared to him to be the most incredible, | dow 
will, at a period not far distant, not only appear so to Matthat 
men generally, but he who would dare to charge | Heli 
the God of the whole earth with such an act, will Joseph 


Now, Sir, as I fully believe, that Matthew and 
Luke wrote by Divine, Inspiration, | feel confident 
that there must be some recondite, and important 


remark,—* That a being who is said, not to tempt|instruction contained in these accounts, which are 
any one, and even swears that he desires not the not discernible in the letter alone. I do, therefore, 
death of a sinner, should irresistibly determine mil- sincerely and earnestly request you, or some of 
lions to the commission of every sinful action of your correspondents, or avy person who is capable, 
their lives,and then,with all the pomp and pageantry ‘to come forward and explain this important but in 
of an universal judgment, condemn them to eternal tricate subject. Potnos. 
misery on account of these actions, that hereby he; Note —As our correspondent has addressed hi: 
may promote the happiness of others, who are, or communication to our readers generally, and his 
shall be, irresistibly determined to virtue, in the like | request for an explanation, being general likewise 
manner, is, of all incredible things, to me the most | the subject is open for future discussion for our cor 
7 | responttents, orany other person, Ke. 


incredible ! 
—+o— 


To the Editor and Readers of the Gospel Herald. 


Ihave been examining the Ist chap. of Matthew, 
and third of Luke, in which the genealogy of our 
Saviour is given; and I must confess, that I find! 
myself totally unable to understand it. There is 
certainly something very singular in these accounts. 
In them both, we have laid before us the lineage of 
Joseph. Now, as Joseph was not the real father of | 
Jesus, how can his generation be called the genera-_ 
tion of Jesus Christ? And farther, I find but little 
agreement between these two accounts Matthew | 
traces the lineage of Joseph as far back as Abraham. 
Luke goes back as far as Adam. I shall begin my 
comparison with Matthew's genealogical account at 
Abraham. From Abraham to David inclusive, we 
find that Matthew and Luke agree ; but, strange to 
tell, they come together no more until they meet in 
the person of Joseph, the husband of Mary. And 
even here is an apparent discrepancy, for according | 





— 
Consequence of Calvinism. 


A tew years since, Calvinists were bold enough to 
acknowledge the conelusions whieh resulted trom 
their premises. Times, however, have altered; 
and Calvinists have altered with the times. It is 
only here and there, and once in a great while, that 
a Calvinist will muster courage, and tell all he be- 
lieves. And when he does declare, what he con- 
siders to be the whole counsel of God, he declares, 
that infants will be endlessly miserable. We think 
it is not uncharitable to suppose, that this deciara- 
tien would be made much more frequently, were it 
not for fear of offending congregations, and jeopar- 
dizing salaries. This abominable doctrine is preach- 
ed in fact, by all Calvinists now; and would be 
preached in form, but for the reasons above assign- 
ed. They declare, that without faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and sincere contrition for actual, as 


to Matthew, Joseph is the son of Jacob; but ac-| well as original sin, and all this, in this life, there is 
} , b J 


cording to Luke, he is the son of Heli. Between 
David and Joseph, Matthew mentions twenty-five 
generations, but Luke tells us of forty, and nearly 
all different, You will find them as follows. 


no possibility of salvation Now, it is evident, to 
every man, that no infant can have this'fuith, or 
contrition. Consequently, they are by these judges, 
consigned to endiess burnings. And it is nothing 





MATTHEW'S ACCOUNT. Luke’s account. 





more nor less, than prerarication and falsehood, to 
‘contend for premises, and deny their conclusions. 
Calvinism, therefore, is eren, in the opinion of its 
advocates, too abominably disgraceful and infamous 
to be fully confessed ; and it is # kind of negative 
compliment, to tell them, that fhcy themselves are 
ashamed of it! : 
Note,—The celebrated Dr. Watts expressed the 
following sentiment relative to infants. He gave it as 
his opinion,that infants did not commit aetual trans 
gression; consequently, could not be punished in a 
future state for their sins. Christ had atoned for 
the original sin of Adam; consequently, they could 
not he accountable for that. Infants were not be- 
lievers, for they never heard of a Saviour, and 





David David 
Solomon Nathan 
Roboum Mattatha 
Abia Minan 
Asa Melea 
Josaphat Eliakim 
Joram Jonan 
Ozias Joseph 
Joatham Juda 
Achaz Simeon 
Exzekias Devi 
Manasses Matthal 
‘ Amon Jorim 


could not therefore, have faith,---consequently could 
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not inherit heaven. 
for they never denied, or refused their assent to the 
truth, for they never heard it,—consequently, could 
not come into condemnation. They, therefore, 
neither deserve hell, wor merit eaven,—econsequently 
they might be annihilated! Se much for ERROR! 


== 


REVIEW or tne Rev. Ma 


SERMON. 


MC LeLLAND’s 


(Conelud: d Srom puge vt. 


The ground of reasoning adopted by our Rev.) 


Author, is, perhaps, almost without a parallel; il 
we take into consideration his principles, the in- 
fluence which they ought at all tines to have in go- 
verning his conelusions, and the ouly apparent or 
justifiable cause, which in this instance could operate 
‘as a motive sufficiently powerful to induce him to act 
counter to, anddeny them. We say, the only apr 
rent, or justifiable cause, and we appeal to the reader, 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


They were not unbelievers,;round the throne ef his grace, to PUT HIM IN| to what that plan, or purpose, or pleasure is? jy 


KEMEMBRANCE,” &e. It appears, that the re-) 
~ vonsibility, spoken of, 1s the obligation which the 


astonishing. This conduet, to say the least, is per 
feetly absurd. What should we say of a judge, 


i \ew York Missionary Society owe to God, “ to| jury, who would admit one half of the testimony o: 


| put him mm reme mbrance i! !? lt would seem, God 

had FORGOTTEN !!! Our Rev. Author adds, 
| had such a spirit (a frenzy ) prevailed in the church, 
‘the promise would have been fulfilled ages 
since!” In the next, the 33d page, this is reiterated. 
'* He has made its accomplishment DEPEND upen | 
his church ;and YOU are a part of that highly 

iprivileged community,” &c. There is an old book 

called the Bible, which we have seen, and which we 
are pretty positive declares, “ That God’s counsel 
shall stand, and HE (not, according to our recollec- 
|tion, the New-York Missionary Society) will do all 
his pleasure.” And we think, that the God spoken 
of in that Bible, did not want to be pul in remem- 
brance. There was one Baal, an idol, whose wor- 
shippers cried out in a loud voice, with a view te 
wake him up, for they thought he was asleep, &c. It 
looks, at least, likely, that our Rev. Author has some 


whether there is another cause assigned by our Rev. such imaginary deity, or we think he would not find 


Author, but a noble frenzy; and whether the fervour 
of their benevolence, is not rather the effect of the 
noble frenzy, than vice versa. We think on the 
whole, that our investigation of the effects, by an 
examination of the data furnished us, and which is 
contained in their exhibit of their appropriations, 
and the several sums given by large congregations, 
“ clothed like princes,” will prove, that they must 
indeed have been seized with a noble, or an ignoble 
Srenzy, believing,as they pretended to believe,“ That 
the glory of God, and the salvation of eight hun- 
dred millions of their brethren were at stake, (see 
page 14,) and only give altogether, all this great 
assemblage of people, who were clothed like princes, 
to give only 153 dollars to save them from endless 
torments, and the glory of God, which they pre- 
tend is so very dear to them, from being lost,—and 
this too, when “ they actually cherished the idea,” 
that they could save them, and that “ every dollar 


it necessary to imitate their conduct. There is a 
striking similarity in the fact stated, that he depend- 
ed upon his worshippers, instead of his worshippers 
depending uponhim. Our Rev. Author says, “ Ii 
Ido not grossly err, heaven is “ees much fron 
you, my hearers,” &c. Quere. Do facts justify the 
conclusion, that heaven will not be disappointed 

In the 35th page, speaking of those employed, &c. 
he says, “ [tis to them a most painful reflection, 
that though Providence is opening a door of useful 

ness, Which has never been opened before, they are 
utterly unable to improve the golden opportunity.” 
Now talk of * heaven depending, and expecting,— 
of noble frenzies,—of actually cherishing ideas,—of 
the spirit of the age,—of being above all praise ! 
Look at the * account current,”—see the elects of 
this “/renzy —the fruits of this spirit,—the “ motive 
which is above all praise "—A large congregation, 
“ actually cherishing the idea of emancipating the 





and every cent would go far to save some poor sou 
from death!” Under such circumstances, a plea of | 
insanity, is,in our opinion, absolutely necessary to) 
justify their conduct in any shape whatever. And, 
it is charitable to suppose, that our Rev. Author, 
having an eye to the result, pronounced them “ setz-| 
ed with a (noble) frenzy,” and this if true, is in our} 
opinion a sufficient excuse, for their not giving o 
their abundance, at least, a sum which should bear a 
shadow of comparison with the importance of the! 
object to be obtained ! What should we say of the 
man, who “ clothed like a prince,” and rioting in 
abundance, would not give 1000 dollars to save the 
life or limb of a fellow creature, of one whom he 
professed to regard as his brother? The whole world 
would ery shame upon the man,—out upon him,— 
he is a barbarian! What should we say of 500 
men, who are “ clothed like princes,” and in pos- 
session of millions of dollars, who declare they be- 
lieve, that “ A thousand millions of souls are perish- 
ing,” that" they are living without enjoyment, dying 
without hope, and day by day, peopling the recepta 
cle of the lost,” and altogether contribute only 153 
dollars to save them from never-ending misery and 
despair? And this insensibility persisted in, notwith- 
standing they are informed, and they even pretend 
to believe ittoo,** that every dollar and cent would 
go far to save some poor soul from death,”—nay 
more,—they are asked, “ Is there a heart in this 
assembly that does hot throb at the agonizing re- 
flection, and would NOT give a thousand to 
escape from the conviction that it is the sober 
truth!!! Quere. Would a man be likely to give a 
thousand worlds if he had them, to procure that, 
which he is told every dollar and cent will go far to 
rocure, and who concludes, on the whole, that it is 
st to keep his dollars’ Are dollars worth more 
than worlds ? Would it not be reasonable to suppose 
they were, when they are even considered of greater 
value than souls ? 

Our Rey. Author, in his 32d page, relative to the 
time of God's fulfilling his promise, says,“ Do you 
ask, then, when is the time? Lanswer, now,—w 
his people have awaked to a sense of their respensi- 





world,—seized with a NOBLE FRENZY —in- 
spired witha spirit, whose motives are above all 
praise,—whose hearts throb with agony, and who 
would give worlds to escape from a conviction of 
the truth of the deplorable state of their brethren, 
who by thousands of millions are perishing,—and 
when every dollar, and every cent, would go far to 
save some of them,”give,---how much?-.-SIX DOL- 
LARS!!! Another congregation “ seized with this 
noble frenzy,” gave seventeen. And the first men- 
tioned congregation, at another time, when this spi- 
rit moved them to a noble frenzy, gave nine dollars. 
Reader, these are fruits of the spirit of the age. 
Here are accounts of large assemblages of people 
professing to believe that every dollar and cent 
would go far to save some poor soul from never- 
ending misery, and with this profession in their 
mouths, not give of their pred wom asum equal 
to six pence per head, to save their BRETHREN 
from being ROASTED FOR EVER! Shame on 
such a spirit! The God we worship, gave his only 
begotten Son!* This spirit would not give siz 
pence! 


—— 


“Ind we have seen, and do testify, that the Father 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.”---1st 
Epistle John, iv. 14. 


It is very common for professors of Christianity, 
to talk much of the will, purpose, and decrees of 
God. They speak of God, as having a purpose, or 
plan, which they say is his pleasure, and which 
must be accomplished. On this subject we believe 
there is no diversity of opinion. Here all unite. 
But open pe Bible, declare, in the words of inspi- 
ration itself, what that purpose, or plan, or pleasure 
is, and you are immediately warred against by thou- 
sands. Is it not astonishing, that men can be found, 
who will believe that God has a plan, or purpose, 
and that this plan is his re, and believe this on 
the authority of the Bible, aud at the same time 
deny the testimony of the same authority, relative 


a witness as truih, and deny, or disbelieve the re 
mainder ? We should say, they acted like idiots 
or crazy men, and were unfit to be trusted wit) 
the lives, property, or reputation of any perso 
whatever! Now, this is precisely the conduct , 
religious professors. We even appeal to their ov 
consciences for the truth of our declaration. nie 
they know, they cannot deny it. Their econvers 
tion and opinions, expressed every day of their liv: 
bears testimony against them; nay more,——heay 
and earth, the oath of Jehovah, the declaration o 
all his prophets and apostles, and the declarations o: 
Jesus the anointed of God, and their own confes- 
sions and premises, arise in judgment against them, 
and stil, they willfully persist in error! God, say 
they, will do ali his pleasure,—the Scriptures de- 
clare, that it is “ his pleasure, in the fulness of times, 
to gather all things in heaven and in earth, in Christ, 
even in him.” ‘Lhey deny it. God, say they, will 
effect his purpove,---The Scriptures deelare, that 
God hath purposed in himself to gather all in 
Christ! They deny it, and declare, it will never be 
done! God, say they, worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will; the Scriptures declare, that 
“ God sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world:” 
they declare, that the world wil! never be saved; 
in other words, God will never be able to eflect his 
purpose; his pleasure shall never be dune, --his 
plans shall never be accomplished,---his decrees 
shall fail of having effect, and JEHOVAH be DIS 
APPOINTED! We ask these unbelievers, to come 
forward like hones: men, and eitier deny these pre: 
mises, or support, by reason, or Scripture, or common 
sense, their conclusions. Let them, at least, show 
something which looks a little like consistency 
They have prevaricated and twisted long enoug! 
All nature cries out against them,---and their con- 
sciences, if they are not completely suffocated with 
their absurd and wicked unbelief and folly, will ery 
out too! 
2+ 

Good old Doctrine. 

PsaLm Lxxxv. 4th verse to the end. “ Turn us, 
O God of our saivation, and cause thine anger to- 
ward us to cease. Wilt thou be angry with us for 
ever? Wilt thou draw out thine anger to all genera 
tions? Will thou nol receive us again, that thy people 
may rejoice in thee? Shew us thy mercy, O Lord, end 
grant us thy salvation. Iwill hear what God the 
Lord will speak: for he will speak peace unto his 
people, and to his sainis ; but let them not turn again 
to folly. Surely his saivalion is nigh them thut fear 
him ; that glory may dwell in ourland. Mercy and 
truth are met together ; righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other. T'ruth shall spring out of the 
earth ; and righteousness shall look down from hea- 
ven. Yea, the Lord shall give that which is good : 
and our land shall yield her increase 
shall go before him, and shall set us in the way of his 
sleps. 

There are some things v orthy of special notice in 
this Psalm. God is to turn us; God is te show us 
salvation, and speak peace. Truth shall, not may, 
spring out of the earth; the Lord shall, not may, 
sive good. Righteousness shall, not may, or can, go 
before him; and shall, not may, set us in the way 
of his steps. We believe it would require some- 
thing more than sharp eyes to find the “ persona! 
holiness of the creature” here! or, point eut one 
condition ! 

—_-— 
To Correspondenis. 

Halcyon, in answer to Mikross, is received, and wil! 
eppearin our next. Philotheus is received, and will be 
published next week. 

—_— = 
NOTICE. 

Those persons who reside at, or in the vicinity of 
Norwalk, Conn. who wish to become subscribers to this 
paper, are informed, that Mr. Noah S. Bailey, of Nor- 
walk, will receive subscriptions, and supply them with 
ihe Nambers from the commencement. &c. 








bility, are combining their energies, are pressing 


* Note.—Is not this Spirit above all praise ? 
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